
English 112, Section 108 Unit 3: Adding to a Conversation  Fleming 10/31/2017 
 
 

Essay Assignment 
 

Unit 3, “Adding to a Conversation,” asks you to formulate a research question of 
deep interest to you, enter into a “conversation” with multiple and varied sources about 
that question, and try as a writer to actually answer that question, or make some 
progress towards answering it, for a public audience of your choosing. 

The topic of the paper will be up to you, though we’ll do some generative 
writing together to help you find a rich, important, and feasible question.  The ultimate 
purpose, audience, and even genre of your final essay will also be up to you.  The main 
steps we’ll undertake will be the following: 

 
Research Question, due October 24 
Two Promising Sources, due October 26 
Annotated Bibliography, initial draft due October 31, revised draft due Nov. 7 
Final essay (5-7 pages, DS), due as follows 
 initial draft due November 7 
 revised draft due November 9 
 copy-edited, final draft due in a portfolio November 14 
 

 
Your final essay can take whatever form seems appropriate to you. One possibility is a 
traditional source-based research essay, like those in the Student Writing Anthology, that 
attempts to actually answer your research question: taking a position in a debate, 
proposing a solution to a problem, or at least laying out the research you’ve gathered 
and making sense of it for your audience.  An I-Search paper, by contrast, is a first-
person account of the research process itself, a story about the intellectual journey you 
undertook during this unit.  Here’s a suggested structure for this kind of essay: 
 

1. What I Knew About this Topic Before 
2. What I Wanted to Find Out 
3. The Search (The Story of the Hunt) (including summary, paraphrase, & quotation) 
4. What I Learned (a synthesis, incorporating one’s own experiences & ideas) 
5. My Proposal for Unit 4, the TBA Unit (“re-mediation” of this project) 
6. Works Cited 
 
 

 


